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According to the World
Health Organization
(WHO), 10-15% of the
world population or

600-900 million people

are suffering from
severe periodontal
disease.'

Yet, despite published studies in recent years pointing to.a
potential link between severe periodontal disease and
serious health prablems, these diseases and their impact
on overall health and quality of life have been given little
recognition by the media, national governments or health
professionals.

1 Vot e Crgreatliens Gt Dl et Dt Hhiess. Gomerar WiE, 000

What are Periodontal Diseases? -
Periodontal diseases are chronic bacterial infections that
affect the gums and bone supporting the teeth. They are
caused mainly by the accumulation of bacterial biofilm
(plaque) on all surfaces of teeth and result in inflammation
within the supporting tissues of the teeth. If left untreated,
it could lead to the deterioration of the supporting alveolar

= bone causing the loss of teath.
Did You Know? %
Periodontal diseases are among the most ggg;":f:;:l‘:[gﬂlm mfﬁwﬂﬂﬁ:&“
provaiesit iy the world with 70% of the easily. There'is usually little or no discomfort at this stage.
worid population thought to be affected by Fortunately gingivitis s reversible with professional treat-
some form of the disease. In addition, ment and proper oral hyglene.
GV 90V TRon peopi it om Periodontitis s an advanced form of periodontal disease
severe periodontal (gum) disease, resulting in inflammation within the supporting tissues of
which is considered a potential the teeth, progressive attachment and bone loss and is
risk factor for several serious characterized by pocket formation and/or recession of the
health conditions. gingiva.
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Tooth Loss Causes ' Potential Effects of Moderate to

Even though cavities are the major cause of tooth loss F a2t 4
SR 16 28 whor ok, povisdontil deaie o.In Severe Periodontitis on the Body

the major cause of tooth loss.
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In recent years, studies have shown that oral bacteria can

enter the blood stream and travel throughout the body. M
Bodily response to the bacteria, including generation of \\W | f
cytokines, can lead to serious health problems, such as \ '
increased risk for cardiovascular disease, aggravation of

diabetes, pneumaonia and other respiratory diseases,

stroke and even adverse pregnancy outcomes.
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